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America know that there are bad peo-
ple around the world that want to do us 
harm. 

ISIS is on the move. They are not a 
JV team. They are not being detained. 
In fact, they are recruiting Westerners. 
In fact, they are recruiting Americans 
into the battle. 

So you look at Guantanamo Bay. 
And this is something that, for what-
ever reason, has become a rallying cry 
for the political left. They wanted to 
close it down. 

They wanted to bring those terrorists 
into the United States, to give them 
taxpayer-funded rights that the Presi-
dent can’t even identify, but that ev-
erybody acknowledges they don’t de-
serve. We don’t need that kind of 
threat here. 

When you look at the President’s 
proposal this week, I think he has 
made it clear that he has put the polit-
ical priorities of the far left elements 
over the safety and security of the 
United States of America. This would 
put Americans at risk by bringing 
these terrorists into the United States. 

Just go look at what kind of people 
are being held at Guantanamo Bay. 
These are the worst of the worst. These 
are people who have plotted and actu-
ally carried out attacks against Amer-
ican servicemen and -women. They 
have killed Americans in the battle-
field, killed our troops. These are the 
people who have carried out those at-
tacks. 

So they are being held at GTMO, as 
it is called, because that is the best 
place to ensure that we don’t have to 
see them again on the battlefield. 

Over 100 of those who have already 
been released have gone back into the 
battlefield, in many cases, to kill 
American soldiers. Why would the 
President want to give them extra 
rights? Why would the President want 
to bring them into the United States of 
America? 

So, Mr. Speaker, we rise today and 
highlight this to point out, number 
one, what the President’s intent really 
is and what the President is trying to 
do. This is something the President has 
asked Congress to take up. 

Mr. Speaker, we are making it very 
clear it is not going to happen. This 
House will not allow these terrorists 
being detained at Guantanamo Bay to 
enter into the United States to under-
mine America’s national security. 

They are over there for a reason, 
which is because of terrorist attacks 
they have not only plotted, but carried 
out, against Americans. So, Mr. Speak-
er, they belong in Guantanamo Bay. 
Under this House, they are going to 
stay in Guantanamo Bay and not be 
brought into the United States. 

Again, I thank my colleague from 
Pennsylvania for this Special Order 
that he is leading. 

Mr. PERRY. I thank the majority 
whip for his passion and his remarks. 
While he talks about the battlefield, 
we are going to hear from somebody 
that has been to the battlefield. 

The other thing about these terror-
ists that are spending their time in 
Guantanamo Bay is that they turned 
America into a battlefield in New York 
City. 

I yield to my good friend, the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. ZELDIN). 

Mr. ZELDIN. I would like to con-
gratulate the gentleman from Pennsyl-
vania on his recent promotion to gen-
eral and for all of his service not just 
here in Congress, but also in uniform. 

This week President Obama sent an 
incomplete plan to Congress to close 
the detention facility at Guantanamo 
Bay, Cuba. This plan would send ter-
rorists back home overseas and even 
bring high-risk terrorists to detention 
centers here in the United States. 

There are still so many unanswered 
questions with regard to the Presi-
dent’s proposal, for example, what hap-
pens when we capture the next 2 or 10 
or 30 terrorists? Where are we going to 
question them? Where are we going to 
detain them? What is the exact place-
ment inside the United States for those 
detainees currently in GTMO? Also, 
what legal protections and rights will 
detainees have if we bring them into 
the U.S. and into our civilian court 
system? 

Make no mistake. These detainees at 
GTMO are the worst of the worst of the 
worst. All the variables left out of the 
President’s plan shows that this really 
isn’t a plan. It is a political campaign 
pledge from 8 years ago. 

The facility at Guantanamo Bay has 
not only served as a place to keep some 
of the most dangerous terrorists in the 
world, but also as a tactical and stra-
tegic facility where intelligence is 
gathered to prevent potential attacks 
against our country and ensure U.S. 
national security. 

While the President was speaking 
this week, it was reported that a 
former prisoner at Guantanamo Bay 
was one of four terror suspects affili-
ated with ISIS who was arrested for his 
alleged role in plotting terror attacks 
in Spain. Just one week earlier another 
former prisoner at Guantanamo was 
pictured in a number of videos that 
called for jihad against the Saudi King-
dom and the Western world. 

These two cases are not just coinci-
dence. Just a few months ago the Office 
of the Director of National Intelligence 
reported that one-third of freed Guan-
tanamo prisoners are either suspected 
or confirmed of returning to terrorist 
activities. One-third. 

The President is willing to com-
promise the security and safety of 
American lives for the sake of his own 
legacy. Bringing dangerous terrorists 
to U.S. soil is a dangerous political 
move that could not come at a worse 
time, as groups like ISIS continue to 
spread across the Middle East, Europe, 
and the rest of the world. Again, Guan-
tanamo is a key strategic and national 
security asset. 

For the sake of our national security, 
I will do everything in my power to en-
sure that the detention facility at 

Guantanamo Bay remains open. I 
would rather have terrorists in GTMO 
or dead than in U.S. detention facili-
ties or back on the battlefield. 

Mr. PERRY. Mr. Speaker, how much 
time remains? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania has 3 min-
utes remaining. 

Mr. PERRY. Folks, there you have it. 
The case has been made. At this point, 
it is essentially irrefutable. You can’t 
see what the upside is to bringing these 
people to the United States and closing 
the facility. 

Al Qaeda, ISIS, radical Islamists, are 
not going to stop. They are never going 
to stop. It certainly has nothing to do 
with where people are detained. It has 
nothing to do with that. 

They hate the West. They hate Amer-
ica. That is not going to change any-
time soon. Allowing these people, these 
terrorists, to live within our commu-
nity is not going to solve any part of 
that equation. 

Mr. Speaker, the President has had 7 
years to come up with a plan, 7 years 
for specifics, and, yet, he came this 
week and provided none of those spe-
cifics. 

Earlier this year I asked the Presi-
dent about the details and about the 
transfer already conducted of these ter-
rorists to other countries: What are the 
details? What has American given? 
How much has it cost us? 

I didn’t realize at the time that we 
have already transferred detainees to 
55 countries around the world. We have 
no idea, as American citizens, from the 
most transparent administration in 
history—so-called by the administra-
tion—what the details of those ar-
rangements are, but we do know this. 
These terrorists have been transferred 
to the likes of Yemen, Pakistan, Libya, 
Iran, and Iraq. 

What kind of judgment is that, Mr. 
Speaker? We are sending terrorists 
from a detention facility to terrorist 
nations, nations where terrorism 
thrives, and expecting them not to re-
engage, expecting them not to join the 
fight. 

They are going to join the fight and 
they are coming after us. The Presi-
dent needs to quit being selfish and 
needs to be responsible with the secu-
rity of his country. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
f 

ORIGINAL BLACK HISTORY MONTH 
RESOLUTION OF 2016 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2015, the Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from Texas (Mr. AL GREEN) 
for 30 minutes. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speak-

er, I ask unanimous consent that all 
Members may have 5 legislative days 
in which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous mate-
rials on the topic of this Special Order. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas? 
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There was no objection. 
Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speak-

er, tonight we will take up H. Res. 597, 
the Original Black History Month Res-
olution of 2016. 

This resolution is one that has been 
endorsed by and cosponsored by 24 
Members of the House. I want to thank 
each of them for their support of this 
resolution. It was introduced on Feb-
ruary 2, 2016. I also want to thank the 
leadership for allowing us to have this 
time tonight to talk about Black his-
tory. 

More specifically, tonight we are 
going to talk about Black history as it 
relates to hallowed grounds, the sites 
of African American memories. But be-
fore going there, I think it appropriate 
to note that the House of Representa-
tives has passed Black history resolu-
tions since 2007. 

In 2007, the 110th Congress, we had a 
resolution that passed. It passed by 
voice vote. In 2008, the resolution 
passed 367–0. In 2009, it passed 420–0. In 
2010, 402–0. Since 2010, of course, we 
have not taken votes on any resolu-
tions, generally speaking. 

I am honored to speak at this time of 
hallowed grounds, sites of African 
American memories. I am honored to 
do so because there are many persons 
who have made great sacrifices so that 
many of us would have the opportuni-
ties that we have. Many persons have 
suffered great pain so that some indi-
viduals can have great gains. 

Tonight we will discuss some of the 
pain because pain is associated with 
hallowed grounds. 

There are some things that we should 
never forget. We should never and can-
not forget—nor should we—Pearl Har-
bor. This is a place where we have hal-
lowed grounds. I have been to Pearl 
Harbor, and I know of the memorial 
that is there. 

We should not forget 9/11 and the 
World Trade Center. Hallowed grounds 
exist on the site where the World Trade 
Center was taken down. 

Because atrocities can sometimes 
create these hallowed grounds, we will 
sometimes find that things that we 
have to say are not always appealing, 
but the truth is that we cannot sanitize 
history. 

Efforts to sanitize history will only 
create what we call his story, someone 
else’s version, but it is not the true his-
tory. 

Tonight we will not sanitize, but we 
will, in fact, be truthful about some of 
those hallowed grounds. Some of them 
have atrocious events associated with 
them. 

Let us start with hallowed grounds, 
places, sites, if you will, of Black his-
tory and some of the memories—not all 
good—associated with the African 
American lives that have been lost in 
this country, unfortunately. 

b 1930 

Let us start with Mother Bethel AME 
Church in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 
established in 1794. This is a place that 

is, without question, of hallowed 
ground, because this place is the home 
of one of the Underground Railroads to 
freedom. 

It was the Union Station, if you will, 
of the Underground Railroad to free-
dom, where slaves would be stationed 
and they could receive sanctuary as 
they were moving from this country to 
Canada and moving to freedom. 

This church was founded by the Hon-
orable Richard Allen, who was a former 
slave himself, and became the founder 
of the AME Church. In fact, he was the 
first bishop of the church. 

This site, if you will, had many peo-
ple who were, but for the people who 
were there to give them aid and com-
fort, who were lost and were people 
who were trying to find their way on 
freedom’s road, the Underground Rail-
road, if you will, to freedom, the Un-
derground Railroad. 

Well, I am going to quote now Har-
riet Tubman, because Harriet Tubman 
reminded us of something that is im-
portant as it relates to African Amer-
ican history and some of the incidents 
that we will talk about. 

Harriet Tubman reminded us that 
she freed 1,000 slaves, but she went on 
to say: ‘‘I could have freed another 
thousand if they had only known that 
they were slaves.’’ If they had only 
known that they were slaves, they, too, 
could have been freed. 

The point that she was making is— 
and was—that people who are held in 
servitude can become so conditioned to 
their servitude that they don’t really 
understand the condition that they are 
actually existing under and, as a re-
sult, they accept it. 

Harriet Tubman did not. Those who 
were part of the Underground Railroad 
to freedom did not accept servitude, 
and they wanted to have freedom; and 
this place, this church, Mother Bethel, 
was a place of freedom and a sanctuary 
for those who were seeking new oppor-
tunities and a better life in a better 
place. 

Another site, another place for us to 
remember the hallowed grounds that 
led to freedom, Seneca Village in New 
York City. The time of its existence 
was from 1825 to 1857. It was the site of 
a free middle class community. It was 
a small village, founded by Black peo-
ple in 1825. And it is interesting to note 
that 10 percent of the African Amer-
ican voters who lived in New York 
lived in Seneca Village—10 percent. 

There were other persons living there 
as well. The Irish were there. The Ger-
mans were there. These were immi-
grants as well. 

The unfortunate circumstance about 
this hallowed ground, however, is that 
it was razed. Seneca Village was razed 
so that Central Park could rise. And 
the unfortunate circumstance further 
is that the stain of invidious eminent 
domain is Central Park’s shame. It is 
so unfortunate that people were forced 
to leave their homes so that Central 
Park could have a home. 

Another site that we will mention to-
night is Freedmen’s Town, the historic 

district in Houston, Texas. Freedmen’s 
Town was one of the first and the larg-
est of the post-Civil War Black urban 
communities in the United States. It 
was settled by emancipated slaves in 
1866. Although African Americans lived 
in Houston before and during the Civil 
War, Freedmen’s Town represents the 
first community of free Black 
Houstonians in the city. It was, how-
ever, more than just a community. It 
was, indeed, a town. It had the infra-
structure. It had the streets that were 
made of brick. It had lawyers and doc-
tors. It had persons who were teachers, 
professionals, artisans, tradesmen. 

I had the privilege of going into 
Freedmen’s Town not so long ago to 
the home of one of the prominent law-
yers who lived there at that time. 

Preserving Freedmen’s Town has be-
come quite a challenge, but there are 
people in the community and Fourth 
Ward who are committed to its preser-
vation. I will mention one such person. 
This would be Ms. Gladys House, who 
has worked tirelessly to maintain the 
character and infrastructure in Freed-
men’s Town. 

Another site would be Greenwood, 
the Greenwood community, also known 
as Black Wall Street. This was in 
Tulsa, Oklahoma. It was the site of a 
race riot in 1921. This riot lasted from 
May 31 to June 1, when the unthink-
able—the unthinkable—occurred. The 
unthinkable occurred because of an al-
legation of a Black male assaulting a 
White female. A sexual assault was al-
leged. I don’t know that it was ever 
proven. I haven’t been able to find any-
place in the readings and the research 
that I have done to substantiate the 
fact that it was proven. But it was al-
leged, an attempted sexual assault, if 
you will. 

This attack on this community of Af-
rican Americans led to 10,000 people 
being left homeless—10,000—35 or more 
city blocks were destroyed by fire, and 
estimates range from 39 to 300 people 
having been killed by various sources. 
We have found this to be the informa-
tion that we can share. The residents 
rebuilt the community within 5 years. 
However, the community later declined 
because of desegregation in the mid- 
20th century. 

This incident, however, is something 
that we can never forget, just as we 
can’t forget Pearl Harbor, just as we 
can’t forget 9/11. The incident was 
something that took place and had the 
blessings of the constabulary. The po-
lice actually helped set fire to the 
property of the people who lived there. 
Later, a police chief apologized, and 
this was done in September of 2013. An 
apology was given for the attack that 
took place many years before, between 
May 31 and June 1 of 1921. 

Hallowed ground. 
We should remember the Bryant’s 

Grocery and Meat Market in Money, 
Mississippi, because on August 28, 1955, 
Emmett Till was murdered in Money, 
Mississippi. He was murdered because 
of an allegation of his having accosted 
a White female. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 03:23 Feb 26, 2016 Jkt 059060 PO 00000 Frm 00051 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K25FE7.083 H25FEPT1rf
re

de
ric

k 
on

 D
S

K
6V

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH946 February 25, 2016 
In these times, we don’t like to dis-

cuss it. I know that it makes some un-
comfortable. But during these times, it 
was dangerous for Black men to speak 
in an unkind way to a White female. In 
fact, it was unkind for them to look at 
White females in a certain way. As a 
result, many Black men lost their lives 
because of allegations that were never 
proven with reference to flirting or at-
tempted rape, in many cases. 

Well, as the case was with Emmett 
Till, he was a 14-year-old child from 
Chicago. He did not know the ways of 
the South. His mother had given him 
warnings before he left, but her admo-
nitions were not enough. At some 
point, he went into this store, and the 
owner’s wife alleges that he made a 
pass at her, if you will. Some said he 
whistled; others said he winked. There 
are many accounts, but it was never 
proven that he did anything. 

After learning of this alleged inci-
dent, the owner of the store, with a 
friend, literally went into the home of 
Emmett Till, went into his home and 
took him from his home. They took 
him away and they beat him. They 
took him to a river, the Tallahatchie 
River, and after actually bludgeoning 
his eyes out, they threw him in the 
river, and his body was later discov-
ered. His mother was so shocked, and 
the country was so shocked by what 
happened, that it instigated a move-
ment in the country. Much of the 
movement led to the civil rights move-
ment. 

But the one thing that happened that 
his mother did that made a difference 
for many of us who are alive today was 
she allowed him to have an open casket 
so that the world could see the horrors 
of invidious segregation. 

In 1955, what happened, his death, led 
to the passage of the Emmett Till Un-
solved Civil Rights Crime Act of 2007. 
His death in 1955 led to the passage of 
this act in 2007. It was introduced by 
Congressman JOHN LEWIS, and it au-
thorizes $13.5 million annually, over a 
10-year period, for Federal investiga-
tions of civil rights violations resulting 
in death prior to 1970. 

However, it is interesting to note, 
and I hope that all within the sound of 
my voice will hear this, the bill has 
never been funded. The bill has never 
been funded. 

The next site that we shall visit will 
be the National City Lines, and we will 
talk about bus No. 2857 in Montgomery, 
Alabama. The time of the Montgomery 
Bus Boycott was 1955 through 1956. It 
lasted 381 days. This bus boycott took 
place because of invidious discrimina-
tion alleged and occurring—excuse me, 
because it actually happened—against 
Ms. Rosa Parks. 

Ms. Parks was a passenger on the bus 
and was required to give up her seat, 
which she refused to do not because she 
was tired of working, but because she 
was tired of invidious discrimination, 
if you will. She was tired of having to 
surrender her seat to persons simply 
because of her hue, the hue of her skin, 

so she refused to get up from her seat, 
and her actions started a boycott that 
lasted 381 days. 

But there was also a lawsuit that was 
filed, Browder v. Gayle, and that law-
suit went all the way to the Supreme 
Court. The boycott and the lawsuit 
complemented each other. 

Many times you need the protest 
movement to let those who are in 
power know that you are not satisfied 
with your circumstances, and they pro-
tested for the 381 days. The Supreme 
Court ruled, and they ruled that this 
type of segregation was unconstitu-
tional. As a result, Dr. King became 
very prominent in the country. Ms. 
Rosa Parks, of course, did, as well as 
Reverend Abernathy. 

Another site, the Ebenezer Baptist 
Church in Atlanta, Georgia, and Janu-
ary 10, 1957, was the date the Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference was 
born at this church. This church was a 
church home of many of the civil 
rights leaders that participated in 
many of the boycotts that took place. 
It was after the successful Montgomery 
Bus Boycott that Dr. King invited 
other leaders to associate themselves 
with him and the civil rights move-
ment at this church. The church be-
came a national historic site in 1980. 

Another site that we should remem-
ber in memorializing and making note 
of historic places that are a part of hal-
lowed grounds for African Americans 
would be Little Rock Central High 
School in Little Rock, Arkansas. 

September 1957, this was the date 
that a desegregation effort took place, 
and there was much resistance to this 
desegregation. This occurred 3 years 
after the ruling in Brown v. Board of 
Education. There were nine young chil-
dren who tried to attend this all-White 
Little Rock Central High School, and 
these nine young children were ac-
costed; they were threatened. 

The violence that you could see on 
the faces of the persons who did not 
want innocent children in their school 
is something that you will remember. 
If ever you have an opportunity to re-
view some of the old news reels, you 
can see the anger that I speak of. 
President Eisenhower ended up having 
to use Federal troops to desegregate 
this school. The event was heavily tele-
vised, and the news stories are avail-
able for those who would like to see. 

Another site would be the Wool-
worth’s Store, the five-and-dime, in 
Greensboro, North Carolina. This was 
the place where four young Black 
males decided that they were going to 
have a sit-in. 

Sit-in simply means that they were 
going to either be served, or they 
would sit there until they were served 
or removed. 

These students showed the kind of re-
sistance that inspired others around 
the country to take up the same cause, 
to decide that they too would engage in 
sit-ins. While this was not the first sit- 
in, it is one of the most famous, if not 
the most famous sit-in, and the Wool-

worth’s Store was finally desegregated 
in 1965. 

Hallowed grounds. 
Another site to remember is the Bir-

mingham jail in Birmingham, Ala-
bama. April 16, 1963, Dr. Martin Luther 
King wrote his ‘‘Letter from Bir-
mingham Jail,’’ one of the most cele-
brated pieces of literary history. This 
letter has been studied by historians 
and is considered one of his most im-
portant works. 

He, in this letter, defines the non-
violent civil rights movement. It was 
this letter that was published in the 
Liberation Magazine in June of 1963 
that led many people to understand the 
horrors of the civil rights movement, 
the horrors that civil rights workers 
suffered during the civil rights move-
ment, and some of the suffering that 
people were enduring who were living 
under segregation. 

b 1945 

Another site to remember would be 
the Lincoln Memorial on the National 
Mall in Washington, D.C. August 28 of 
1963 is when Dr. King gave his famous 
‘‘I Have a Dream’’ speech. 

This march was one of the most suc-
cessful in the country’s history. 200,000 
to 300,000 people attended. This march 
helped to popularize the movement and 
support necessary for the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964. 

Another site to remember as we re-
view hallowed grounds, sites of African 
American memories, would be the 16th 
Street Baptist Church. On September 
15 of 1963, a dastardly terrorist act oc-
curred right here in the United States 
of America in Birmingham, Alabama. 

Terrorists bombed the 16th Street 
Baptist Church, killing 4 young girls, 
and 22 others were wounded. The 
church was repaired and reopened on 
June 7 of 1964. In 1980, it was added to 
the National Registry as a historical 
place. 

Another site of hallowed grounds is 
the Edmond Pettus Bridge. Much is al-
ways talked about when we talk about 
hallowed grounds with respect to the 
Edmund Pettus Bridge because, on 
March 7, 1965, about 600 peaceful pro-
testers were attacked and assaulted by 
the constabulary. 

They were beaten back to the place 
where they started their march. The 
Honorable JOHN LEWIS was a member 
of this group of persons, peaceful pro-
testers, who wanted to march from 
Selma to Montgomery. This violence 
against the marchers was televised. 

One of the things that we have no-
ticed as we reviewed these sites and 
these incidents, these atrocities, is 
that television helped to change the 
American psyche because people had an 
opportunity by way of television to see 
what others were actually experi-
encing, very much akin to what we are 
seeing now with cell phones and some 
of the things that are happening to per-
sons at the hands of the constabulary. 

Much of what people would say oth-
ers did not believe. But when you have 
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the actual pictures to see the represen-
tation by way of pictures, it can make 
a difference in the psyche of people. 

As a result of this march, many hav-
ing suffered, we found that the civil 
rights law of 1965 was passed. This was 
done because people suffered and be-
cause the Edmund Pettus Bridge be-
came a place for us to memorialize as 
hallowed grounds. 

Moving forward, the civil rights acts, 
many of them—the history of those 
who were able to accomplish things by 
way of the courts is all predicated upon 
a lot of suffering that took place in 
this country. Too many people suffered 
so that I could have the opportunity to 
be here tonight to talk about these hal-
lowed grounds. 

I feel that it is my duty to do this. I 
know that talking about these things 
can create a good deal of discomfort for 
people. We ought to feel a certain 
amount of discomfort because what 
happened was, without question, some-
thing that this country should never 
want to see happen again and should 
never have happened ever to anyone. 

But we must remember our history 
just as we are going to remember Pearl 
Harbor, just as we are going to remem-
ber 9/11, and just as we are going to re-
member World Wars I and II. 

We have to remember the history in 
this country, the atrocities that oc-
curred against African Americans as 
they were trying their very best to live 
peaceful lives. Hallowed grounds, the 
sites of African American memories. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to thank you for 
the time tonight to bring up these hal-
lowed grounds and to talk about Black 
History Month, especially as it relates 
to some of the things that happened in 
this country. 

But I also want to say this, Mr. 
Speaker. Notwithstanding all of the 
things that I have said and all of the 
memories that I have recounted, it is 
important for us to note that the coun-
try has truly come a long way. 

I still contend that, notwithstanding 
all of the atrocities, this is a great 
place for Americans of all hues to find 
their way in the world. 

This is a special country. I love my 
country, but I don’t forget the things 
that happened in my country to cause 
us to memorialize certain places as 
hallowed ground. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

f 

EXPRESSING GRATITUDE TO THE 
FIRST RESPONDERS AND LOCAL 
OFFICIALS FOR THEIR SELFLESS 
RECOVERY EFFORTS IN NORTH-
EAST TEXAS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2015, the Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from Texas (Mr. RATCLIFFE) 
for 30 minutes. 

Mr RATCLIFFE. Mr. Speaker, on De-
cember 26 last year, tornadoes ravaged 
northeast Texas, tragically resulting in 
the loss of several lives and destroying 

hundreds of homes and small busi-
nesses in my Congressional District. 

But in the wake of this tragedy, I was 
inspired to see how many wonderful 
people stepped up in our communities 
to help those in need. 

I am especially grateful to our first 
responders and local officials whose 
selfless commitment and dedication to 
the ongoing recovery efforts over the 
past few months have brought so much 
healing to our communities. 

In Rowlett, I would like to send a 
special thanks to Mayor Todd Gottel 
for his incredible leadership. To City 
Manager Brian Funderburk, the entire 
Rowlett Police and Fire Departments, 
the doctors and staff at Lake Pointe 
Medical Center, and local residents 
Sammy Walker and Bruce Hargrave, 
who pulled a mortally wounded man 
from the rubble of his home, thank 
you. 

In Rockwell County, our thanks to 
County Judge David Sweet, Sheriff 
Harold Eavenson, Chief Deputy David 
Goelden, and Emergency Manager Joe 
DeLane. 

In Collin County, I would like to 
thank County Judge Keith Self, Con-
stable Gary Edwards, Assistant Emer-
gency Management Coordinator Jason 
Lane, and the Collin County Sheriff’s 
Department. 

From Farmersville, thank you to the 
entire police and fire departments 
there, to Chief Mike Sullivan, to City 
Manager Ben White, and Mayor Joseph 
Helmberger. 

In Blue Ridge, I would like to thank 
Mayor Rhonda Williams, the volunteer 
fire department there, and the West-
minster Fire Department. 

And in Hunt County, thanks to Judge 
John Horn and Homeland Security 
Manager Richard Hill. 

Beyond this, I would like to thank 
the many churches and charities who 
offered their support, like First Baptist 
Farmersville and Pastor Bart Barber, 
First Baptist Rowlett and its director, 
Jon Bailey. 

I know that, without the selfless ef-
forts of all these great people and all 
these organizations, the recovery ef-
forts and restoration of our commu-
nities would simply not be the same. 
Your efforts are so greatly appreciated. 

With that, Mr. Speaker, I yield back 
the balance of my time. 

f 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to: 

Mr. COOPER (at the request of Ms. 
PELOSI) for today and February 26 on 
account of attending a funeral. 

f 

SENATE ENROLLED BILL SIGNED 

The Speaker announced his signature 
to an enrolled bill of the Senate of the 
following title: 

S. 2109. An act to direct the Administrator 
of the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency to develop an integrated plan to re-
duce administrative costs under the Robert 

T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency 
Assistance Act, and for other purposes. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 
Mr. RATCLIFFE. Mr. Speaker, I 

move that the House do now adjourn. 
The motion was agreed to; accord-

ingly (at 7 o’clock and 52 minutes 
p.m.), the House adjourned until to-
morrow, Friday, February 26, 2016, at 9 
a.m. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

4460. A communication from the President 
of the United States, transmitting a request 
for emergency supplemental appropriations 
to respond to the Zika virus both domesti-
cally and internationally (H. Doc. No. 114— 
103); to the Committee on Appropriations 
and ordered to be printed. 

4461. A letter from the Acting Principal 
Deputy for the Under Secretary, Personnel 
and Readiness, Department of Defense, 
transmitting a letter authorizing Lieutenant 
General John W. Nicholson, Jr., United 
States Army, to wear the insignia of the 
grade of general, pursuant to 10 U.S.C. 
777a(b)(4); Public Law 111-383, Sec. 505(a)(1); 
(124 Stat. 4208); to the Committee on Armed 
Services. 

4462. A letter from the Director, Commu-
nity Development Financial Institutions 
Fund, Department of the Treasury, trans-
mitting the Department’s interim rule — 
Community Development Financial Institu-
tions Program (RIN: 1505-AA92) received Feb-
ruary 22, 2016, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Added by Public Law 104-121, 
Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on 
Financial Services. 

4463. A letter from the Director, Commu-
nity Development Financial Institutions 
Fund, Department of the Treasury, trans-
mitting the Department’s interim rule — 
Bank Enterprise Award Program (RIN: 1505- 
AA91) received February 22, 2016, pursuant to 
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Added by Public Law 
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Financial Services. 

4464. A letter from the Director, Commu-
nity Development Financial Institutions 
Fund, Department of the Treasury, trans-
mitting the Department’s interim rule — 
Capital Magnet Fund (RIN: 1559-AA00) re-
ceived February 22, 2016, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Added by Public Law 104-121, 
Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on 
Financial Services. 

4465. A letter from the Assistant Secretary 
for Legislation, Department of Health and 
Human Services, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s Fiscal Year 2014 Report on the Pre-
ventive Medicine and Public Health Training 
Grant and Integrative Medicine Programs, 
pursuant to 42 U.S.C. 295c(d); July 1, 1944, ch. 
373, title VII, Sec. 768(d) (as amended by Pub-
lic Law 111-148, Sec. 10501(m)); (124 Stat. 
1002); to the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce. 

4466. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of the Treasury, transmitting a six- 
month periodic report on the national emer-
gency with respect to Iran that was declared 
in Executive Order 12957 of March 15, 1995, 
pursuant to 50 U.S.C. 1641(c); Public Law 94- 
412, Sec. 401(c); (90 Stat. 1257) and 50 U.S.C. 
1703(c); Public Law 95-223, Sec 204(c); (91 Stat. 
1627); and 22 U.S.C. 2349aa-9(c); Public Law 
99-83, Sec. 505(c); (99 Stat. 221); to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs. 
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